CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS A HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF
CLEEVE PRIOR WORCESTERSHIRE

BY ROBERT F. TOMES

‘The following contributions towards a history of Priors Cleeve will be found to
be more like a number of fragments than a connected history. They were
collected by the writer during a long period more or less in connection with the
parish and consist of records taken from various public sources, such as county
histories, subsidy rolls, court rolls, wills, etc., as well as from title deeds and
other private documents.

Two old papers have come to hand giving the names of property owners in
Cleeve which are deserving of special notice. The one includes the whole of
Worcestershire and is dated 1703-4, and that part of it which relates to Cleeve
will be given verbatim. The other is a list of the names of those who were
frecholders or copyholders in Cleeve at the time of the Inclosure Act, and us
dated 1775, which will also be given in full. It is of considerable value in the
compilation of these “contributions”, and all the more so as I have never had
access to a copy of the parish award; my acquaintance with the contents of that
document being confined to very brief examinations of the award itself
preserved in the Shirehall, Worcestershire. This must be my excuse for not
giving the names of the owners and their lands as allotted to them by the
inclosure Commissioners, which, had it been done, would have been a
Doomsday book, in so far as Cleeve Prior is concerned.

Before proceeding further I am especially anxious to record my indebtedness to
certain friends, without whose help these contributions would have been even
more fragmentary and disjointed than they are. To the Rev. ] Moreton,
formerly Vicar of Cleeve, I am greatly indebted for free access to the parish
register, as well as for much friendly and personal assistance; while the late Rev
T.P. Wadley, for some time a curate at Cleeve, furnished me with a great
number of notes relating to that parish, which were of special interest. I need
hardly explain that that help was rendered some years since. To my friends and
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THE BUSHELL FAMILY.

Of the Bushell family Nash says “The Bushells were the chief tenants in the
manor” that is of Priors Cleeve, ;and he continues, “They descended from
Edward Bushell, of Broad Marston, in Gloucestershire, Esq., whose ancestor,
Sir Allan Bushell, Knt. was seated at that place Anno 1245. Thomas Bushell, of
Prior Cleeve, entered his pedigree at the visitation of Worcestershire in 1636. C
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30,35 and Vincent 115 in Coll. Arms. They afterwards took the name of
Fettiplace.”

Strictly speaking, the Worcesteshire pedigree of this family contains more of the
(loucestershire than the Worcestershire Bushells.

And I do not therefore propose to give a detailed account of the whole of the
family, but to confine myself to the mention of such members as are more
immediately connected with the latter country. The name of Bushell, I may
here observe, 1s a corruption of the Norman name Boisselle or Busselle.
Thomas Bushell, of Broad Marston, and also of Cleeve Prior, whose will,
preserved in the Probate court, is dated 1558, left lands in Priors Cleeve. North
Littleton, South Littleton, Long Marston, Broad Marston, Bidford, Temple
Grafton, and Brailes. He left small sums to the churches of Long Marston,
Mickleton, Dorstinton, Quinton, and Pebworth. He mentions a grandson,
Edward, his heir, the son of his son Edward. He left two of the Sheldon family
and one of the Daston family as executors, relatives of his wife, who was Anno,
the daughter of John Norwood, of Broadway.

i“or the following Bushell entries, transcribed form the Cleeve Prior register, 1
am indebted to the kindness of the late Rev. T.P.Wadley.

BAPTISMS

1604-Edward Bushell baptized the first of September
Ano prdicto.

1605-Leonard Bushell baptized 28" of September
Ano prdicto

1606-An’e Bushell baptized 4™ of October
Ano prdicto

1607-Margaret Bushell baptized 20" of October
Ano prdicto

1608-Mary Bushell baptized 10™ of March
Ano prdicto

1609-William. Bushell baptized 24" of March
Ano prdicto

1611-Anthonye Bushell baptized 4™ March
Ano prdicto

|616-Barbara Bushell baptized Dec’ber 8"
Ano prdicto

1632-Anne the daughter of Mr Edward Bushell

was baptized September 30", 1632
1634-Thomas Bushell the sonne of Edward
Bushell was baptized the 19" day of
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